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One is bewildered and concerned by the stagnant negotiations among the eight countries sharing the Nile basin, which have been lame and impotent since 2001, unable to reach a common agreement on the Nile Basin Initiative.  The N.B.I. should aim at the equitable distribution and management of the Nile water among the participants without jeopardizing, as we assert, the historical shares of Egypt and the Sudan.These have been recognized as 55.5 billion m3 and 18.5 billion m3 respectively from the total annual Nile water revenue of 84 billion m3.  However, there is an essential difference in the position of the 4 southern countries, which challenges the 50 year old agreement, and demands a greater share! This could be detrimental to Egyptian national interests and security. The Nile water has become a hydro-political challenge to Egyptian national security, development and its survival.  
        The current Egyptian share of 55.5 billion m3 will not suffice to meet the essential national hydraulic needs in the coming decades, given the current consumption needs, lifestyles, urbanization, and socio-economic development goals. By the year 2020, the expected population explosion will reach 100 million people, which will require, at the average human consumption of 400 liters/capita/day, in addition to the agricultural and industrial requirements, nearly 60 billion m3.  One would hope that the Egyptian position in the forthcoming meeting of the NBI Water ministers this summer in Alexandria is firm enough to insist on Egypt’s absolutely needed historical share of the annual Nile water revenue, and that this share is fundamental for Egypt’s strategic development, stability and security.  
                         On the other hand, one is equally disturbed and alarmed by the recently published study by the National Organization for Remote Sensing, which revealed that recent remote sensing maps, taken by satellites, are indicating the sharp decrease of Egyptian agricultural land, due to the uncontrolled growth of urban and rural settlements at an alarming rate. As an example, during the last two decades the east delta region has lost 30% of its green land. Accordingly, the study warns of the pending, utter eradication of agricultural land in sixty years.  At this galloping rate of consumption of   both agricultural land and potable water how can   Egypt meet the essential needs of its 150 million people by 2050!? Indeed, these are looming national crises that demand drastic commitment, mobilization and action. The vital water issue alone could trigger serious conflicts and confrontation!
      Meanwhile, given those facts, one wonders at the national media recent reports that the Ministry of Agriculture has decided to allow an increase of built-up area of land bordering the Cairo-Alexandria expressway to 7% instead of the current 2%, and to 15% in certain areas, hoping to reap LE 100,000 per acre. As a result of this increase, the ministry hopes to harvest a total of LE 20 billion in this transaction!  Are the motives purely monetary, despite the national development strategic objectives?   
       Ironically, it is clear by now that no one heeds any proper concern to those studies, projections or plans. Very few decision makers bother to think of the national strategy, security objectives, or developmental goals, for, alas, there is no due consideration, necessary coordination or comprehensive strategic planning that places national interests and future prosperity as a top priority. It is high time did we think of alternative water and agricultural resources. Desalinization plants on the Mediterranean and Red Seas to produce needed potable water for the multiplying millions, and for agrarian reclamation projects, are of an absolute necessity. In addition, intensive research on genetically modified grain strains that can grow on sea water and produce needed crops suitable for human consumption must be mobilized immediately. This can be augmented with the proper cultivation of sea floors on the 12-mile continental shelves, which would boost the production of the needed food resources, as has been proven in the pioneering research and experiments that have been undertaken during the last fifty years in the United States and Japan.

          The stakes are high, for the national development goals must be fundamentally the cornerstones of any treaty, agreements, policies, programs or plans at all levels, at all sectors and at all regions, all the time. Great challenges demand an awesome resolve and require unprecedented commitment.
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