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       It has been long established that urbanity and civility are synonymous with order,  commitment, loyalty and responsible behavior toward, people, urban organization, operations, performance and the livelihood of both the individual and society.

        One is bewildered and shocked at the continuing erosion and decline of these vital relationships. This has resulted in the current deterioration and 'urbanitis' plaguing the urban scene, both tangibly and intangibly. The tangible aspects are seen in the chaotic building activities, squatter settlements (30% of Cairo), shanty towns, kaleidoscopic character, flagrant conflicts, audacious violations, covered with a grey blanket of dust and smoke, and impregnated with insulting symptoms of disorder and disregard for law and order.  Meanwhile, intangible symptoms are recognized daily in the total apathy, disloyalty, detachment, usurpation of individual and public rights, fallacies, fabrications, corruption, and unruly conduct, as well as environmental, visual cultural and ethical pollution. Equally alarming are the disheartening lack of respect of others, especially women and the elderly, disregard of human rights, foul language coupled with offensive, immoral and unethical conduct. This "black plague" has infested the urban fabric, patterns, forms, spaces, heights, styles, color, activities, physical and psychological relationships and civic character, thus shaking, hacking and insulting the unique valuable heritage of the succeeding civilizations of Egypt. Furthermore, the spreading epidemic of chaos, violations and conflicts of movement on public streets have endangered tragically the lives of pedestrians and motorists alike, resulting in nearly 100,000 casualties annually The hemorrhage is steadily rising! Citizens have become so callous about the law that they pride themselves in glaringly violating it  ,regardless of the penalties or fines, as has been witnessed recently!  The "law abiding urban citizen" is past history, as evidenced in the massive daily traffic mess, and building violations in every street and district.Plainly, everyone is doing (or saying) his or her own thing, no matter what or who, so long as he, or she, gets away with it?! This clearly undermines, perhaps destroys, the very basic foundations of urbanity, civility and social order, and threatens all reform efforts !
       The age-old infantry tactic tells us that a roadblock is worthless unless defended; any gate is useless without being faithfully guarded!  There is no use enacting new laws, maximizing penalties or adopting tougher measures,  as in the new traffic law, so long as it is not strictly safeguarded and faithfully defacto enforced, for there are always ways and means to get around it, owing to corruption, nepotism, dishonesty, collusion, favoritism, poverty, and exceptions for certain institutions, groups or individuals.  The gate keepers are often the violators, collaborators or bribery seekers! Meanwhile governance and governments cannot allow, or even afford, having a policeman on every street and every corner, and even then, strict enforcement can never be secured or assured.
        The solution is multifaceted and multilayered.  Law enforcement officers in every ministry and governorate must believe, trust and uphold  public laws and order.  For application and enforcement of the laws and regulations must be strict on all groups and individuals and arenas – no matter who, what, or where.  This requires public information drives and media campaigns everywhere, as well as changes in curricula and programs, in both the formal and informal education and information   sectors. Governmental and public organizations should start immediately a commitment to respect public laws and regulations by becoming models for other to follow, with no exception and no exemption.  On the other hand, it is worthwhile adopting the North American law of "citizen arrest" whereby a citizen may report traffic and building violations, illegal conduct or aggressive acts directly to authorities, with proper measures, checks and guarantees.  Meanwhile, plain clothes law enforcement officers should be recruited and densely dispersed to report violations and institute allegiance and respect to public law and order.  Speedy application of justice, and proper implementation of public order, at all levels , sectors and locations, can  ensure the deterrence  of  violators, equality, transparency, and commitment to urban order, national values and civility. These are prerequisites for building a promising future for the aspiring multitudes of Egypt's 80 million people.
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