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       Nearly one year has passed since I wrote in the 'Weekly" a brief article entitled, "Tragedy in Minneapolis," following the catastrophic collapse of the Minneapolis Bridge.  I reflected on the situation and conditions in Egypt of bridges, public buildings, utilities, roads, etc., especially after the sinking in the Red Sea of the ferry boat with the loss of 1300 people, the train accident in Kalyoub , the collapse of the Lauran building in Alexandria and the sinking of various Nile ferry boats in Upper Egypt, and other fatal accidents with scores dead.  I reminded myself that the earthquake of 16/10/1992 was a jolting warning for us all that Egypt lies in the 3rd zone of earthquakes, and that we are surrounded by earthquake belts in Asia, southern Europe and north Africa.  Consequently, should be thoroughly prepared at all times to face emergencies and the shocking calamities of nature.
        The Shura (Senate) Council fire that broke out on 19/08/2008 and destroyed one of the key historical monuments of Modern Egypt since its inauguration in 1866, shocked everyone again, as if no lesson was learned from past mistakes, short-comings, neglect and tragedies, like the burning of  the historic Cairo Opera House.   Officials were quick to blame the fire causes--and not themselves of course-- on electric sparks, strong winds (in mid August! ?), and on the wooden roof.  Most palaces and monuments in Egypt, and abroad, were built, of course,  hundreds of years ago, and have wooden roofs and floors but now are fitted with  proper fire fighting , systems, equipment, procedures and expertise to ensure their proper protection and preservation.  We must remind ourselves that fire-fighting starts before fires begin!  Established rules, regulations, procedures, systems, maintenance operations, equipment and trained personnel, fire drills, fire hydrants, must be implemented. This will ensure full preparedness to face emergency situations at all locations, including fire hydrants, fire alarm systems, fire detectors, fire retardant materials, automatically operational fire sprinklers networks, well equipped fire trucks, rescue mattresses, fire escapes, etc., not to mention, recruitment of well trained civil defense and fire fighters and the appropriations of the necessary material, human and financial resources.

      One is alarmed and troubled to warn that most apartment buildings in Cairo, Alexandria and other cities are fire hazards for they lack proper stairways and fire escapes to be used during emergencies.  Most residents and occupants, employees and users of public and private high-rise buildings have no knowledge of fire escapes or trained how to use fire extinguishers at the breakout of fires! We should learn from airlines that crews must instruct passengers on emergency procedures before take off on every flight.  All Public and private buildings should be dealt with similarly.  Governorates, organizations, institutions, and other establishments, public or private, should value human life, human safety and environmental security. They must mobilize resources and capabilities and begin immediately by adopting all plans, programs, policies, operations and maintenance, emergency and fire fighting procedures with sustained, periodic fire drills, fire inspection, follow-up, quality control and quality assurance in complementarity with governmental and public plans for action at all times and at all locations. 
 It is too tragic and costly, both tangibly and intangibly, that we have not learned from our past tragedies, mistakes, negligence and apathy in order to avoid the loss of human beings, our valuable heritage, and material resources.  However, it is never too late, to start at ounce a national drive and commitment to eradicate our ill-preparedness and launch a national renaissance to wake up, shape up and rise up  to face the awesome challenges ahead , and focus on needed change and urgent reform to insure a better, safer and secure future for Egypt. 
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