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         The Shanghai Jio Tong University’s Institute of Higher Education released on August 15, 2010 its eighth report on The Ranking of the Top 500 Universities around the world.  This research initiative, which was conducted on 12000 universities, has been undertaken annually since 2003. It has received considerable recognition from the developed and developing world, although criticized for its imbalanced and deficient criteria. These include: Alumni winning Nobel prizes and Field Medals (10%); academic staff receiving Nobel prizes and Field Medals (20%); highly cited researchers in 21 broad subject categories (20%); references in the Science Citation Index and Social Sciences Index (20%) and the Per Capita Academic Performance (10%).  

        This recent report has reconfirmed the already established academic dominance of the developed world universities and countries in North America and in Europe (members of the G9). The USA universities occupy 54 of the world top 100 rankings; as well as 8 of the top ten, namely: Harvard, Stanford, Cambridge (UK), U of California (Berkeley), MIT, Caltech, Princeton, Oxford (UK), Columbia and Chicago. North American universities won 58% of the top 100 positions, whereas European universities were limited to 32% of the top 100.  Consequently, North American and European universities make up 90% of the top 100 universities!  The Asia and Pacific regions had to be content with the remaining 10%, while African and Latin American regions are left empty handed!,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              and were not included in the top 100 rankings. However, one is reminded that the report highlights Israel in the Middle East region, which is listed to have one among the top 100 universities (Hebrew University of Jerusalem), and six in the top 500 rankings; in addition to two in Saudi Arabia (King Saud University and King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals), one in Turkey (Istanbul University) and one in Iran (University of Tehran) listed in the top 400 and top 500 rankings.

          As with the previous seven reports, the latest study underlines the                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      shocking realities of the stagnant education status quo in the developing and underdeveloped world.  It is not by chance or arrangement that the developmental breakthroughs and achievements in all sectors in the developed world, coupled with the comprehensive uplifting of the human condition, are generated by the maintenance of a superior quality of education, the multitudes of resources and facilities  a competitive, highly innovative research. Focusing on Egypt, it must be reiterated and reasserted once again that without radical reforms and fundamental changes in strategies, policies and programs, especially  in education, in concert with comprehensive planning at all levels and fields, there is no hope of progress and meaningful development at all levels, sectors, and locations.  Undoubtedly, the advancement challenge and prominence of countries in their region is clearly keyed to their adherence to human rights, academic excellence and research institutions and not necessarily to the quality or abundance of wealth or dominance of might.   

       New research beacons bolstered with proper capabilities and resources, are fundamentally needed since the existing universities can hardly cope with the rising demands on conventional scant higher education with ill prepared facilities and professionals. Concerned with profit making, even the private universities in Egypt have drained the staff away from government universities, and thus have failed to play a proactive, constructive role in the pursuit of excellence in research and education. There is no alternative to mustering of human resources; solid devotion and commitment and the maximization of research funds to reach 5-6% of G.D.P. as in the USA and Israel (not merely 0.2% as in Egypt).                                                                                          

           The horizons are promising, the human resources are abundant, but the will to thrust forward, to institute basic ethics, to launch needed reforms and to allocate required capabilities is badly needed. It can hardly wait any longer for the challenges are enormous, and the consequences are indeed apocalyptic.
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