Revolution in Quandary                                                                            or a Devious Betrayal?
by                                                                                                                                                                Dr. Mohsen M. Zahran                                                                                                                        Emeritus Professor of Planning,                                                                                                       University of Alexandria

           Freedom, dignity, change and social justice, the declared  noble objectives of the January 25th  Youth Revolution in Egypt were heralded by all the 20 million peaceful  demonstrators in Tahrir Square, as well as in Alexandria, Suez, Port Said, Assuit, Luxor and elsewhere in the New Egypt, regardless of age, creed, sex or belief.  The thunderous victory of the Revolution resounded in all corners of the Arab world detonating uprisings in many cities in what was labeled the “Arab Spring,” which resulted in the removal of Ben Ali in Tunisia, Kaddafi in Libya and, very soon, Saleh in Yemen and Assad in Syria(?).  The whole world watched in exceptional awe, declared acclamation and elated admiration.                                                                                         .          The great hopes of change after the relinquishment of power by the former President Mobarak, and the suspension of the nation’s constitution, the dissolution of the ill-reputed Parliament, have gradually evaporated due to inexplicable indecision, procrastination, stagnation and insensitivity to the several marches and multi- million people demonstrations, which the Tahrir Square witnessed on Fridays during the last few months. Meanwhile the nation has been suffering economically, socially, politically, culturally and physically from the lack of development, a sharp drop in investments, alarming unemployment, and local governments are barely functioning in loco motion. The Armed Forces Supreme Council and security forces clashed on several occasions with the protestors, which led to sequences of violations of human rights, distrust, impatience, anger and violence.  Although the trial of Mobarak, his sons, former security officials and ministers only started in August, on the charge of killing peaceful demonstrators(?), six months after the January Revolution, following  monumental demonstrations in July in Tahrir Square, yet the slow pace and a continuum of indecision, inaction, despair and mistrust has been on the rise. The political corruption file is yet to be opened-- which is doubtful?! The sinking feeling in most peoples’ minds and hearts is that there is a devious betrayal of the revolution and its noble goals!  
         There is a growing belief that the Armed Forces Council, who was entrusted by Mobarak to run the country during a six month transitional period until a civilian government is properly elected and installed, is not too keen to have a new constitution adopted with full democratic processes and transparent procedures.  It is suspected that the hidden agenda is that the military presence in the Egyptian public life cannot be terminated since the 1952 coup d’état and the subsequent authoritarian rule of ex-military presidents, Nasser, Sadat and Mobarak!  The stakes, benefits, powers and interests are too great to relinquish or share!  The path to slowly and steadily maintain the status quo has included, among others, fundamental issues as: divisionary tactics including absence of a roadmap and a definite timetable, a belated adoption of an election law that has been rejected by all parties and political fractions; the reinstitution of the Emergency Law with tighter measures to control the media and public protests; the enlargement of election districts; the postponement of election dates from the originally announced deadline in October 2011 to January 2012; the continuation since January of the lack of security, instability, violence, corruption, lawlessness; the instigation of distrust between the people and police; the infiltration of political parties and revolutionary groups in order to cause self-destruction, rivalism, infighting and loss of inertia-- an old technique and tactic used by former officials.                 .         
         Hoping they are merely fictitious or suspicious, the prevalent rumors and signs of a will of continuance of the status quo are too evident to ignore or disregard.  Is it pure coincidence that the fanatic right Islamists (Salafeiah) movements have mushroomed exponentially to cover the whole nation in a few months?  Is it circumstantial that the Moslem Brotherhood, the most organized religious/political movement on the Egyptian scene, has accelerated their activities and involvement, and become strongly vocal and widely assertive in all fronts, after being banned from public life until last January?  Is it a pure chance that factional, ethnic and religious violence has  sprouted everywhere, intensifying the feeling of insecurity and national divisionism and fissures in the national fabric in various localities?  Is it a mere allegation that none of the objectives of the January revolution has scarcely been implemented, except one?  Is it proper to ignore that the alliance of the business community as well as Arab and foreign interests with government circles during the Mobarak era has continued to fund and instigate trouble underground causing disruption, unrest, violence, security and stability challenges in many governorates, including the tacit intervention of former NDP officials and businessmen instigating political and labor demonstrations coupled with assault, destruction and violence against government buildings and embassies? Moreover, the present, weak transitional cabinet has promised to meet the rightful demands of many sit-ins and demonstrations by workers, unions, professional groups and university staff, but has disappointingly failed to fulfill its promises, redress their grievances and implement their demands?  The final account of achievements after eight months is certainly disappointing, distressing and frustrating.

          Last February, The Al -Ahram Weekly published a brief revolutionary roadmap that I had proposed, but no response, and no action!  Where are we going from now?  The situation is truly ambiguous, illusionary and alarming. It is anybody’s guess!?  The January 25th Revolution’s 900 martyrs, 5,000+ wounded, and thousands missing (??) are they not enough to ensure the unequivocal fulfillment of the Revolutionary goals and the explicit implementation of the long-awaited demands?  One would only hope so. Otherwise, the consequences could be apocalyptical.
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