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        The revival of the ancient Alexandria Library project was launched by Egypt and Unesco more than two decades ago in Aswan, in cooperation with the international community, after the selection of the magnificent first prize design submitted by a Norwegian team in the international completion held under the auspices of Unesco in 1989, which was selected by the international jury, of which I was the chairman.  The execution of the simple, imaginative and intricate building complex by international contractors,  in joint venture with the Arab Contractors, has produced by the beginning of the third millennium the new Bibliotheca Alexandrina, an international beacon of knowledge--a pace setter in the architectural rotunda hall of fame. Its imaginative, creative concept is full of unique symbolism, intelligence, high-tech manifestations befitting this world beacon.  It was selected by professional organizations and the media as one of the seven architectural wonders of the 21st century. Time magazine featured in 1999 an article entitled: “Recreating a Jewel.”
     The civilized world witnessed with awe and acclaim the Bibliotheca Alexandrina’s inauguration on October 16, 2002 in the presence of President and Mrs. Mubarak, in the company of kings, queens, presidents and high dignitaries from the international community.  The 5th anniversary was celebrated  two years ago, proving to all the success of the Alexandrina in achieving its objectives as a center of excellence in knowledge and culture, a world-class forum for debate, peace, tolerance  and dialogue among cultures, north and south, east and west,  in continuum of the message, mission and example of the ancient Alexandria Library.
       However, with the 8th anniversary slowly approaching on October 16th, and the convening the 12th annual meeting of the International Friends Associations in Alexandria, the Friends will be bewildered and dismayed at the sight on the plaza of a new 2-story food-court structure on the plaza of cultures – a strange arrival built recently, according to media reports. It is not only indifferent to the complex, but also incompatible architecturally, functionally, visually and spatially.  The architectural schemata are peculiar and in discord, disharmony and disturbing, especially to the twelve olive trees in the adjacent, landscaped plaza of cultures, with their provocative, symbolic meanings.

      The new Alexandrina was completed during the same last decade of the 20th century, when the new British library in London and the new French Library in Paris were inaugurated. However, it is inconceivable that these two international centers could tolerate the construction of food-courts on their plazas! Nor could Harvard, M.I.T., Oxford, La Sorbonne, or Unecso, or the universities of Cairo or Alexandria, or the Opera House in Cairo allow such a transgression.  How can such a distraction, diffusion and digression be allowed to stand on this sacred campus!   Even the claims that the food court and the bookshop would serve the needs of 1.2 million tourists visiting the Library annually, is inexcusable, especially since the Library complex itself incorporates several restaurants, cafeterias and bookshops.  Who would go to the sacred Plaza of Culture, except for food for thought and soul, but never for entertainment activities and food for the body? Furthermore, this strange structure will block the future extension of the Library complex westward toward the archeological sites, which is tantamount to arresting the future Library development options.  The Library consultants have submitted from the very beginning, an urban development plan for the entire vicinity, which would envision the future composition and prospects of the entire Selsela and Soter districts along the waterfronts facing the eastern harbor.  Certainly, this new structure violates this future plan. Furthermore, one is afraid that other academic and cultural institutions in Egypt or elsewhere would follow suit, given the role model and the example of Alexandrina!

       I am sure that the Egyptian authorities would look seriously into this matter in co-operation with Unesco and the international community due to the special national, regional and international role and mission of the new Bibliotheca Alexandrina, which serves Egypt, the Mediterranean region,  the Arab region and the world at large. 
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