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Recently a 25 year old master class research student revealed to me that she has never before opened a single book and read it fully , or even read newspaper. Like her colleagues, she betrayed her  scant knowledge of  her undergraduate courses or pre-college education. Elsewhere, my 12 year old car mechanic apprentice told me that he dropped out of elementary school during the sixth  grade, and he can't read or write, and has not learned basic math of addition and subtraction!. These examples are omnipresent and typical everywhere. They are staggering, penetrating, revealing, shocking and alarming; they reflect the present status quo of the Egyptian educational fallacy!
A few decades ago the US Presidential Commission published a report entitled "A Nation in Crises" depicting the disturbing situation of education in the US. It could have as well reflected the situation in Egypt, or even worse. However, the US adminstration  took it seriously, and  confronted the challenge head on, and acted upon it promptly to rectify their problems and upgrade the deteriorating situation. The condition in Egypt is bewildering indeed and demands national action and cardinal commitment -- relentless , comprehensive and uncompromising!
The fallacy and cosequencesof free education are painfully recognized and endured by all. The state is subsidizing the education of the rich who provide cars for their children to drive daily to college , as evidenced in the thousands of parked cars in and around campuses everywhere , they pay LE 5000/course/student , with a total annual cost of LE 50000/student !?The 2007 UNDP Development Report reminds us that the annual per capita income in Egypt was $1207 (LE 6500)!?. Meanwhile,  College graduates "study" only to pass exams , and learn very little about curriculum content; hence the sharp decline in the quality of education! Thanaweya ama diploma(High school certificate) is only good for securing a high score for admission in the prestige colleges (Kolleyat Alkema). The national rush to reserve a place in the university is the goal of every child and parent. The hectic race begins even much earlier, when parents rush to reserve a place for their newborn at the nursery school.
The virtual collapse and critical situation of education is plainly recognized and felt by all concerned, the symptoms and manifestations and grave indicators are both glaring and alarming, as evidenced in the emphasis on quantity versus quality, the multitudes of large virtually incompetent student pupation , overcrowded classes , shortages or lack of resources, meager educational  spaces and facilities, shortage of  qualified teachers, low pay, inadequate curricula , poor or no labs, poor languages even in language schools , inadequate and faulty examinations , capitalization on memorization at the expense of intellectual comprehension , lack of fairplay , lack of transparency, burglarization of research work and manuscripts , nepotism , partiality,… among many others. The result is millions of jobless" graduates" , who have very little hope in the future, and who are not equipped or prepared to work professionally , inapt , disqualified, inefficient , undependable , and barely accountable!. Disappointingly, the national development manpower needs are not met or reflected in the educational system, which doesn't provide needed professional capabilities or technical abilities. Consequently, graduates must receive proper training , additional knowledge to meet developmental tasks and needs.
Thus , it is not surprising, therefore, to learn that the latest 2007Spanish  report on the top 200 universities worldwide, published recently in Madrid, has echoed the earlier 2005/2006 Chinese reports indicating that 62% of the top universities are located in north America , 31% in Europe , and 4% in both Asia and Latin America , with none in Africa !? The reports thus prove that the developed world prides itself  in having most of the top universities, which have bolstered the high performance of economic achievements, coupled with social , cultural and human development. They spend more than 5% of their GDP on their research projects as compared to 0.2% in Egypt! The reports also expose the known facts that most Noble Price laureates in the various fields of knowledge illuminate brilliantly the research achievements of those top universities staff. It also goes without saying that during the last Olympic Games in Athens the atheletes of the developed countries reaped most of the medals! Concurrently, developing countries , alas , are suffering consequently from the absence of distinguished colleges and a continuing decline in economic , social , cultural , and human conditions , except in the few cases of the leaping tigers of south east Asia, like South Korea and Malaysia, which capitalized during the last two decades on educational reform and uplifting.  
In Egypt it was hoped in the beginning that private universities would improve the situation , beside absorbing the many thousands of high school graduates who had no chance to enter government universities. However, the nearly 15 new private universities are charging nearly LE30000/year for tuition , and they have burglarized the national universities staff , lack proper academic resources and facilities and thus t have failed to provide quality education, as have done the prestigious private universities in the US or Europe. "The education business" now is in fashion with most prominent business tycoons involved for reasons of their own. The current inflation spiralis exponentially boosting prices of goods, services and real estate, as well as the educational bill, thus maximizing the cost, burdens and deopair  in every household! 
The solution must originate from a national comprehensive commitment to catapult the  quality of education to a high world level, and to capitalize on the pursuit of world level excellence in education and research without adherence to bureaucratic framework or salary scales. Free education has become lame and impotent, and has failed to propel the nation forward, it has certainly caused decline and regress! What is given free is considered valueless and worthless! In fact it has been defacto not free but very costly both tangibly and intangibly to the detriment and the future of the nation.  Education must be at cost , with scholarships provided only to support the education of the gifted , the distinguished and the underprivileged. Let us abandon the ostrich – like approach and rise to the call of radical reform and renaissance, as have Japan , Korea , Malaysia , China , and India. Private universities must not be established before securing their own adequate material and human resources , facilities and capabilities even if they have to employ highly qualified foreign staff or reputed expatriates who could be seconded from top universities worldwide, whatever the cost. Research budgets must be boosted to not less than 5% of the GDP, and proper educational facilities and capabilities must be provided to meet the new challenges. The horizons are open , the hopes of the awaiting millions are plentiful ,the future is unfolding and the will to change is abundant. 
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